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00136 ROMA

Centenary of Moshi Diocese
The last issue of Spiritan News featured the centenary of the Catholic Church in Kenya and the centenary year's closing ceremonies in Mombasa from 5-12 August. Less than a month later, on 4-5 September,
His Holiness Pope John Paul II himself presided at the centenary celebrations of Moshi Diocese, Tanzania,
during his apostolic visit to that country. While this was the centenary not of a country but of a diocese,
Moshi holds a special place in the Spiritan apostolate in East Africa.
This year marked, in fact, the 130th anniversary of the
planting of the Church in what is now Tanzania, as it was in
1860 that Bishop Amand Maupoint of Reunion founded a
mission on the island of Zanzibar. Two years later, the mission was entrusted to the Spiritans (with the diocesan Bishop
of Reunion as Prefect Apostolic), and it was from here that Fr.
Antoine Horner founded the mission of Bagamoyo in 1868,
on the Tanzanian mainland.
From Bagamoyo, the missionaries moved inland to
Mhonda (1877), Mandera, Morogoro, Tununguo and llonga,
and in 1883 the Prefecture of Zanzibar became a Vicariate,
under Bishop Raoul de Courmont, C.S.Sp. On 10 July 1890,
Bishop de Courmont, Fr. Alexandre Le Roy (later Vicar Apostolic of Gabon and then Superior General of the Congregation) and Fr. Auguste Gommenginger (brother of Fr. Charles
Gommenginger, who lost his life trying to found the first
mission in Kenya on the Tana River) set out from the newly
founded mission at Mombasa on a trek to Kilimanjaro,
celebrating the first Mass in what was to be Moshi Diocese
on 15 August 1890 near Kilema, on the lower slope of the
mountain. They later offered Mass again on the mountain,
just below the snow line, but did not get to the summit. After
paying their respects to Mandara, Paramount Chief of the
Chagga people, in Moshi, Fr. Gommenginger was left in
Moshi while the other two made their way back to the coast,
arriving at Bagamoyo on 1O October. From there they sent
Fr. Rehmer and Br. Blanchard to help Fr. Gommenginger
found a mission at Kilema in February 1891. Other missions
followed at Kibosho (1893), Rambo (1898), Uru (1911) and
Mos hi itself (1913).
In 1910, the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro was set up, stretching
from Tanga on the coast to Arusha and Mbulu, west of Moshi
- an area that now embraces the Dioceses of Tanga, Same,
Moshi, Arusha, Mbulu and part of Dodoma. Moshi was set
up as a Diocese, under Bishop Joseph Byrne, C.S.Sp., in
1953, and Arusha and Same were detached from it in 1963.
It is interesting to note that the first mission in Arusha was
founded by Fr. Francis Griffin, who was also to become
Superior General.
Today, Moshi is the smallest in area (5,000 sq. kms.) of
the 29 Tanzanian dioceses, but it has 568,000 Catholics nearly 70% of the population of 840,000. The Chagga
people, like the lbos in Nigeria, opened their hearts to the
gospel, and priestly and religious vocations among them
continue to be numerous. A minor seminary was opened by
Bishop Gogarty in 1925, and the first Chagga priest was

His Holiness the Pope at the centenary celebrations.

ordained in 1939. Today there are 177 diocesan priests and
105 religious priests from Moshi Diocese (52 of the diocesan
priests are working in other dioceses). For the first halfcentury, it was mainly the missionary Sisters of the Precious
Blood that worked alongside the Spiritans, but in 1931 Bishop
Gogarty founded the local congregation of Sisters of Our
Lady of Kilimanjaro, and these now number 640 professed
members, many of whom are working outside the Diocese (in
Kenya, Zambia and eight Tanzanian dioceses).
With the number of vocations among the Chaggas, it is
not surprising that 57 of the 82 professed members of the
Spiritan East African Province are from the Diocese of Moshi.
It was, in fact, from the five older Chagga Spiritans that the
impulse originally came for the starting of an East African
Foundation in the early 1970s. One of these five, Joseph
Kilasara, succeeded Bishop Byrne as Bishop of Moshi in
1960, and he was succeeded by a member of the diocesan
clergy, Bishop Joseph Sipendi in 1968. The present Bishop,
Amadeus Msarikie, succeeded Bishop Sipendi in 1986. As
the aim of missionaries is to make themselves redundant,
and as the Church in Moshi Diocese is now well able to look
after itself, there is only one Spiritan expatriate missionary still
working there (Fr. Francis Greff of USA East).
The work of the Spiritans in building up the Diocese was
recalled by His Holiness the Pope in his address at the
centenary Mass to the 400,000 people gathered for the
occasion at the Moshi sports ground. After mentioning the
visit of the three pioneers to Kilimanjaro in 1890, he said:
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"Like the first Apostles, these missionaries were moved by the
Holy Spirit, after whom their missionary institute was named.
Their story, and the story of the other missionaries who fol-

lowed them, is a lesson in patience, perseverance and
humility in the face of many difficulties, dangers and trials.
But, it is also a story filled with confidence and joy."

Two other anniversaries
Two other important anniversaries are being celebrated
during the coming year: the centenary of the Church in
Cameroon and the 500th anniversary of the Church in
Angola, both of them countries to which the Congregation
has been and is deeply committed, but in neither of which we
were the "founding fathers".

Cameroon
It was on 25 October 1890 that the first m1ss1onaries
(German Pallottines) arrived at Douala, and the Bishops of
Cameroon have called for a centenary year to be celebrated,
beginning with an opening ceremony at Marienberg, Douala
(the first Catholic mission in the country), on 8 December
1990, and ending with a ceremony in Yaounde on 8 December 1991. Spiritan involvement in Cameroon began during
the First World War, after the expulsion of the German
missionaries. A leading article on the Cameroon centenary

will feature in one of the coming issues of Spiritan News.

Angola
Angola has had a longer missionary presence than most
African countries, and on 18 November the celebration of the
500th anniversary of evangelization in the country was
officially proclaimed in Luanda. The celebrations will take
place in all dioceses from 6 January 1991 to 7 June 1992.
After the work of the early missionaries, a Diocese of Angola
and the Congo was set up in 1596, with its cathedral at Sao
Salvador (modern Mbanza-Congo, Angola). The see was
later transferred to Luanda. After 1640, the region was
evangelized mainly by Capuchins, but these withdrew in
1835. In 1865, the Holy See asked the Spiritans to take on
the work of evangelization, and since then the Congregation's
commitment has been considerable, with the Portuguese
Province playing a leading role. This anniversary will also
receive further coverage in Spiritan News.

Some meetings, future and past
General meetings in 1991
Four meetings at the level of the Congregation as a whole,
and therefore of general interest, are scheduled for 1991 :
1. Lay Associates, 17-21 June, at the USA/E Provincialate, Bethel Park, Pennsylvania. Several circumscriptions,
notably USA/E, Canada, Trans-Canada, Kilimanjaro, Germany, Spain and France, have lay associate programs, and
representatives of these and other interested parties will be
taking part in the meeting to share ideas and get to know
each other. The main organizers are: John and Anne-Marie
Hansen (USA/E), Dermot and Deirdre Mcloughlin (TransCanada) and Raymond and Denise Labelle (Canada). Fr.
Michael Doyle will be representing the Generalate at this and
at the following meeting.

least 23 areas in which confreres are engaged in ''first
evangelization", and it is hoped that a representative of each
of these areas will attend.
The above meetings all deal with themes that will play a
large part in the 1992 General Chapter, and will receive more
detailed coverage in the course of the year.

African Provinces and Foundations

2. Spiritan Educators, 24-28 June, at Duquesne Universi-

ty, Pittsburgh. Involvement in education has been a long-

standing tradition in the Congregation, and delegates from
circumscriptions engaged in secondary, tertiary and alternative education will be taking part in this meeting, to assess
our present involvement and discuss the way forward. Frs.
Thomas Farrelly and Sean O'Connell are the main organizers,
under Dr. Derek Whordley, Dean of Duquesne's Department
of Education.
3. Spiritan Formators, 8-18 July, at the Nigerian theologate, SIST, Attakwu, Enugu. The Generalate will be represented by Frs. Frangois Nicolas and James Okoye. Fr.
Okoye attended the European Formators' meeting in Dublin,
from 13-18 November, and there will be a meeting in Rome,
from 11-20 March, in preparation for the Nigeria meeting.
Frs. Eugene Uzukwu (Nigeria), Sergio Castriani (Brazil), John
McFadden (Europe) and Michel Last (North America) will be
taking part in this.
4. Spiritans involved in First Evangelization, 18-23
November, at Chevilly, France, with Frs. Frangois Nicolas
and James Okoye representing the Generalate. There are at
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Standing, from left: Frs. Ferdinand Azegue (CAF), Bernard
de Lepinay (CAF), Jeronimo Cahinga (Angola), Frans Augustijns (Zaire), Vincent Griffin (WAF), Godfrey Odigbo (Nigeria),
Nicolau Rufino (Angola).
Front row: Frs. Eugene Uzukwu (Nigeria), Albert Perrier
(/OF), Benoit Dieme (CAF), Patrick Blier (Zaire), Bernard
Reniers (/OF).

The first meeting of the African Provinces and Foundations
was held at Saverne in June 1986, just before the General
Chapter that year, and the second was held in Nairobi in
June 1988. The third in the series was hosted by the Central

African Foundation at its house in Brazzaville from 2-7 July
1990, bringing together representatives from the Nigerian and
Angolan Provinces and the Central African, West African,
Za'irean and Indian Ocean Foundations. The two representatives of the East African Province (Frs. Damas Mfoi and
Paul Chuwa) were stranded in Addis Ababa on their way to
the meeting, and the Generalate representative, Fr. Denis
Wiehe, also failed to arrive through travel problems. The
sessions were chaired by the Angolan Provincial, Fr. Cahinga, and discussed mainly the themes of lnculturation,
Formation, Justice and Peace, and some ideas for the 1992
General Chapter. The next meeting is to be hosted by the
WAF in 1993.

European Spiritan Month
From 2-30 September, a Spiritan Month, under the
auspices of the European Provincials, was held in Chevilly,
France, with 21 participants, including two Spiritan Sisters. It
was directed by the three members of the Generalate's
Research and Animation Centre: Frs. David Regan (Mission),

Maurice Gobeil (Sources) and William Headley (Justice and
Peace), with the assistance of Fr. Claude Tassin for Scripture.
Each of the participants gave a personal testimony on his or
her experience of mission, and this was reflected on in the
light of Scripture, Mission theology, our Sources, and Justice
and Peace. While all found it an enriching month in its own
right, it served as a trial run for some of the methodology to
be used at the 1992 General Chapter in Brazil, at which some
significant missionary experiences will be reflected on.

European Month for Final Profession
A month's preparation for European confreres about to
make their definitive consecration to the apostolate (perpetual
vows) was held at Saverne, France, in August, with 18 taking
part: 9 from Poland, 4 from Ireland, 2 from England and two
from Germany, as well as one from the Indian Ocean
Foundation. The month was directed by Frs. Jean-Claude
Pariat and Zbigniew Szadura, helped by Fr. William Headley
from the Generalate and Fr. Bernard Duch~ne of the French
Seminary in Rome.

News Items
Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
- on 5 Oct., reappointed Fr. Joseph GARRARD as General
Archivist of the Congregation (Chevilly) for a three-year term,
beginning on 21 Oct.;

- on 29 Oct., prolonged the mandate of Fr. Vincent O'TOOLE as Provincial Superior of England until 31 August
1991;
- on 2 Nov., appointed Fr. Patrick HOLLANDE, at present
District Superior of Senegal, as Information Officer of the
Congregation for a three-year term, with effect from 1 Oct.
1991;

March-15 April).
Fr. Nicolas: Congo (1 Jan.-28 Feb.); Mauritius (23 March9 April); Reunion (10-19 April); Nigeria, Formators' meeting
(5-24 July).
Fr. Marzinkowski: Cameroon (27 Nov.-4 Feb.); Holland
(16 March-9 April); Belgian Chapter (10-13 April); Yugoslavia
(16-28 June); Holidays (July).
Fr. De Boer: Holland (16 March-10 April); Portugal (13-29

April).

First Appointments
The General Council has made the following First Appointments:

- on 21 Nov., confirmed the election of Fr. Henricus van
LOON as District Superior of East Cameroon for a third
three-year term, beginning on 5 December.

From Poland:

Visits

From France:

The following are the Visits planned by the General
Council from January to July 1991 :

From Portugal:

Fr. Haas: Cameroon (18-31 Jan.); Gabon (1-12 Feb.);
Congo (13-28 Feb.); Holland (4-10 April); Portugal (21-30
April).
Fr. Doyle: Trans-Canada (11 Jan.-17 Feb.); Holidays (7-22
April); USA/E Chapter (8-15 June); Lay Associates' meeting,
Pittsburgh (17-22 June); Spiritan Educators' meeting, Pittsburgh (24-28 June); Trans-Canada Chapter (30 June-6 July).
Fr. Okoye: Malawi (29 Dec.-6 Jan.); West African Superiors and Formators' meeting, Nigeria (13-20 Feb.); Congregation Formators' meeting, Nigeria (8-18 July).
Fr. Gon<ralves: Trans-Canada (11-31 Jan.); Puerto Rico
(1-15 Feb.); Portugal (30 March-29 April).
Fr. Wiehe: Gabon (15 Dec.-12 Feb.); Kilimanjaro (16

Jaroslaw JEZDZIKOWSKI
Andrzej WIELICZKA

Yugoslavia
Southern Africa

Michel HUCK

Tete

Jose Ferreira da CUNHA

Tete

Michael WEGNER

Alto Jurua

I. NZEMBA-MAWANDA DI LEO
Leopold KOUDOUNGALALA
Jean B. MOUYOUMBA
Nicolas NOAH

Algeria
Gabon
Gabon
Angola

Themilius MLOKA
Peter MAMBO
Clemence MUSHI

EAP
Za'ire
Kenya (Dist.)

Cajetan IHEWULEZI
Anthony ADIBE
Lawrence NWANERI
Trtus BAKA
Paul NJOKU
Josaphat MADUABUCHI

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria
Zambia
Zimbabwe

From Germany:
From the CAF:

From the EAP:

From Nigeria:
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Flavian OHANYERENWA
Jerome ONWUGHALU
Cletus MBARIKATTA
Augustine ODILO
John OGU-EREGE
Kieran ALARIBE
Hyacinth EDOKWE
From England:
Raymond FRENCH
Gerard DILWORTH
Peter LAFFERTY

Zimbabwe
Ethiopia
Angola
Angola
Congo
Congo
USNE

crossfire and ambushes at the end of May, they too managed
to escape by night to Sierra Leone, and the seminary
reopened at Makeni, Sierra Leone, in September, with Frs.
McHugh and Whelan on the staff.

England
Kilimanjaro
Southern Africa

After working for 21 years
in Kenya, Fr. Desmond Arigho, 48, of the Province of
Ireland, is about to take up
work among the mainly Angolan refugees in the Maheba refugee camp, Zambia,
where an 80-year-old Dutch
Spiritan, Fr. Martin van Koolwijk, has been working for
the past five years (cf. Spiritan News, no. 70). Before
leaving for his new mission,
Fr. Arigho decided to undertake a sponsored cycle ride
from Ireland to Rome to raise
funds for the refugees and
increase awareness about
the plight of refugees worldwide. Starting at Carrick-on-Suir,
Tipperary (birthplace of Sean Kelly, one of the leading
professional cyclists), on 10 September, he cycled to Dublin
and then through England and France to Rome, where he
was greeted by the Pope at a public audience. He covered
2,690 kms. in 36 cycling days, interspersed with nine days for
fund-raising and resting. His trip was given a certain amount
of publicity, especially in Ireland. The photo shows Fr. Arigho
on his arrival at the Generalate on 25 October.

New Major Superiors at the Generalate

As in the past few years, recently appointed major
superiors met at the Generalate in September (24-28) with the
General Council. Matters of mutual interest were discussed,
and there was a day's outing with the community to Subiaco
and Frascati. The group, rather smaller this year with only
four members, is seen in the above photograph (from left to
right): Frs. Jean Pedrono (French Guiana), Augustine Shao
(East African Province), Sean Byron (Trans-Canada) and
Antoine Mercier (Mexico).

Liberia
Spiritans everywhere will certainly have been distressed at
the events in Liberia over the past year, where two rebel
groups have been fighting each other as well as President
Samuel Doe (who was assassinated in September) and his
supporters. The intervention of a West African peace-keeping
force has been unable to bring order to the situation, and the
slaughter of innocent civilians continues. (As we go to press,
the situation seems more hopeful, with the signing of a
ceasefire in Bamako, Mali, on 28 November.)
Liberia has never been one of the main Spiritan mission
fields - though the first attempt of Spiritan missionaries on the
west coast of Africa (1842-44) was at Cape Palmas, Liberia,
and there was a second failed attempt, at Monrovia, in 188488 (cf. Spiritan News, no. 51). However, during the past
twenty years, there have regularly been three or four Irish
Spiritans of the Sierra Leone District working in Liberia, either
at the regional major seminary at Gbarnga (Frs. James
Peters, Maurice Curtin, James Dunne, Michael Cahill, Raymond Barry, Jack McHugh, Thomas Whelan) or in parishes
(Frs. Peter Kearins, Edmond Purcell, Terence Smith, Joseph
Glynn).
As the fighting approached the regional seminary earlier
this year, the Sierra Leonean and Gambian seminarians were
evacuated in four buses to Kenema, Sierra Leone, on Easter
Sunday, 15 April, while Fr. McHugh stayed on with an Italian
priest and some Liberian students. After being caught in

Cycling for refugees

Changes of Address
Please note that the WAF superior (Fr. John Hogan) and
novitiate are no longer in the Gambia, but in Ghana. Fr.
Hogan's address is: Catholic Church, New Tafo, P.O. Box
4118, Kumasi, Ghana. The address of the WAF novitiate
and house of philosophy is: P.O. Box 11, Ejisu, Ashanti,
Ghana. Note also that the CAF (FAC) superior (Fr. Ferdinand Azegue) is no longer at the Seminaire Brattier but at
B.P. 13130, Libreville, Gabon.

Jubilarians
60 Years of Profession:
19 March :

Br. Tharcisius (Piet) WERKER (Holland).

50 Years of Priesthood:
06 Feb.
16 Feb.
29 March

Fr. Hans BISCHOFF (Alto Jurua).
Fr. Franz KLOKE (Germany).
Fr. Avantino SOUSA (Portugal).

Our Dead
29
20
22
16
22
23

Sept.
Oct.
Oct.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Br.
Fr.
Fr.

Michel KANDEL (France), 79.
Ernest !ZART (France), 86.
Robert $METS (Belgium), 74.
Nereus MEIJER (Holland), 84.
Laurent HEBRARD (France), 85.
Arthur d'AGRAIN (France), 80.
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